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Having thus settled the scheme, he found out a
tool fit for his purpose ; a fierce ignorant Arabian.,
bold, subtle, cruel, and merciless ; to men insolent,
and audacious to Heaven ; who, by this mere magic
of enthusiasm, backed by the sword and spear, set
up the boldest, the grossest, and the most senseless
of all impostures that ever was in the world; and
which yet at this time, and for above a thousand
years past, has strangely triumphed over the Chris-
tian world, has spread itself over Asia and Africa,
from the utmost islands of India east, to the utmost
corner of Africa to the west; and it was, till within
a few years past, master of a fourth part of Europe
besides.

Such is the force of ecclesiastic magic; and how
far it is gone, besides this, to break into the eccle-
siastic affairs of the Christian world, is not hard to
describe, though it would take up too much room,
especially at the close of this work, to inquire into
the particulars.

What a continued series of ecclesiastic magic has
been acted among the Romish clergy, and in the
whole papal hierarchy! Even popery itself seems
to me to be one entire system of antichristian ma-
gic ; its constitutions are all sorcery and witchcraft;
they prevail upon sense by nonsense, upon the
head by the tail, upon zeal by enthusiasm, and
upon the Christian doctrine by the doctrine of the
Devil.

How could it be possible that mankind, blinded
by their own obstinacy, could sink their reason to
erect notion; establish fraud and cheat, against
Christian sincerity and plainness; make men refuse
to see when their eyes are open ; worship priests in
the name of God, and set up darkness in the room
of light, if they were not bewitched with the magic
of hell, and under the entire management of the
Devil ?